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# Robert Kinch, 27,
shatters the ramp
fump mark by a
controiled model car.

By KRIST! CUMMING

KristiGummins. TheDerrick@gmall.com
Staff Writer

The Guinness World Re-
cord for longest ramp jump
by a radio controlied model
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car was shattered by 27-yeas-
old Robert Kinch of Oil City
on Saturday.

About 1,000 people attend-
ed the event at Big Dog RC
Indoor Race and Hobby in
Stonebore to witness Kinch
beat the record and eventually
be presented with a certificate
by an official adjudicator from
the Guinness World Records.

Kinch was driving an E-
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Reve, four-wheel drive mon-
ster truck made by Traxxas.
The car was powered by a
48,000 RPM electric motor
with 22.2 volts from lithium
batteries. :

The previous record was
85 feet, 10.7 inches set by a
17-inch car in London.
Kinch's record was 112 feet,
7 and a half inches — nearly
27 feet farther than the previ-
ous record.

Drivers who attempted (o
break the record hailed from
five states, and although many
had jumps of more than 85
feet, none beat Kinch's dis-
tance.

John Raskob, one of the
owners of Big Dog RC, said
before the event that he wag
canfident the record could be
broken, since a few people had
been practicing and wers beat-
ing the record by a foot or two
during informal runs. He didn™t
expect someone o blow the
existing record out of the wa-
ter ke XKinch did, however. -

“Ii was so much farther
than  anyone  would've
guessed,’ Raskob said. “He
was just ready. We had a grid
to measure the distances and
he was so far off the grid”

In addition to distance, the
RC cars making the jamp had
to land on all four wheels and
land intact and in control,
which Kinch also achieved
successfully.

The adjudicaror presented
the framed certificate to Kinch
after videos were reviewed to
get the official recording
down. Kinch was more than
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happy to receive the certifi-
cate and the recognition.

“I got the certificate and
bragging rights, really,” Kinch
said. “That’s afl that really
matters to me. T didn’t do it
for fame and fortune.”

As for any training secrets
or strategies Kinch used in his
rise to glory, he-says to “hoid
the trigger, wide open throt-.
tle,” and that control was a big
factor.

“Coming down the run-
way, I got it up as fast as it
possibly counld, and once it
weni into the air it was just
watch it and hope to God #t
lands,” Kinch said.

After his record-breaking
un, many attendees at the
event congratufated him and
shook his hand for such an
overwhelming  victory, but
Kinch was just participating
in what he calls his favorite:
hobby, ‘

The Guinness World Re-
cords book only published
4,000 records in its yearly
book out of the 40,000 re-
cords that exist, and Kinch
thinks there’s a good chance
he may make it into the
book.

“Considering the distance |
beat the previcus record by, 1
think I couid get in the book,
but I'm not certain,” Kinch
said.

Kinch said someone clse
would “probably” beat his re-
cord at some point, but that he
wasn’t bothered by that idea.

“I’H always have that T was
the former Guinness World
Record hoider,” he said.
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